
PoliticalchangesinSriLankaundertheBritish (Gr11

–unit04)

Constitutionalreforms

Asaresultofthelackofincomegeneratedfrom thecountrytheBritishadministration

decidedtoappointacommitteetoinvestigatethecourses.Thecommitteeappointedin

1829wasColebrook–Cameroncommission.

RecommendationsoftheColebrook–Cameroncommission1833

 Commonadministrativesystem forwholecountry

 Toestablishedtocouncils-executiveandlegislativecouncilstoassistgovernor

 Revisedsixteenadministrativeunitstofive

 Civilservicewasopenedtonationals

 ReductionofsalariesofBritishservicemenandallowthem toengagedinprivate

enterprises(plantation)

 ExpansionofEnglisheducation

 Abolishtheservicetenure(rajakariya)system

 Establishmentofpropercourtsystem

Thelegislativecouncilappointedin1833asresultofthecommitteerecommendation

consistsof09officialsand06nonofficials.Thenonofficialsnominatedona

communalbasisandtheywere03Europeans,01Sinhala,01Tamil,and01Burgher.This

recommendationhasadevastatingeffectonthefutureofthecountry.Theexecutive

councilconsistedentirelyonofficials.

Crew–McCallum constitutionalreforms1910

OwingtotheagitationsmadebytheeducatednationalofthecountrytheBritish
governmentagreedtoconsideranotherconstitutionalreform.ThereforeCrew
McCallum committeewasappointed.Theagitatorsdemandseveralchangesinthe
constitution

 Increasethenumberoftheunofficialmembers

 Commenceareabasedrepresentation(discontinuenationalistrepresentation)

 Increasethepowerofthelegislativecouncil



 Appointmentofunofficialmemberstoexecutivecouncil

Thereforethelegislativecouncilconsistedof11officialsand10nonofficials

Partofthenonofficialsselectedbytheelectionandrestbythenominationofthe
governor

Byelection: 02Europeans,01burgher,01educatedCeylonese

Bynomination: lowcountrySinhalese 02

Tamils 02

UpcountrySinhalese 01

Muslims 01

Themostsignificantfeatureofthesereformswaselectionoffourmembersbyvoting.
Votersofthisearlystagecomplyonlywithprivilegedclass,thatbewealthyoreducated
andtheyhadtobeover21ofage.

Temperancemovement

Referpages56-57textbook

Manningreforms1920

In1915SinhalaMuslim riotsledtotheimpositionofmarshallawtosuppressit.Asa
resultmanyoftheSinhalaBuddhistleadersarrestedandfewofthem murderedbythe
British.Thatsituationacceleratedtheagitationforreforms.ThegovernorWilliam
Manningintroducednewreformstoconstitution.Thelegislativecouncilmembership
increasedto37.Thereforthefirsttimenumberofunofficialmembersexceededthe
numberofofficialmembers.

 Officialmembers 14
 Unofficialmembers 23

Outofthat23sixteenwereelectedmembers.Bynomination07membersenteredthe
legislator.16electedmemberscameinthreecategories
Arearepresentations
Racerepresentations
Association

Underarearepresentation westernprovince 03
Otherprovinces(oneeach) 08

Racerepresentation European 02
Burgher 01

Associations’ plantersassociation 01
Chamberofcommerce 01



Bynomination07memberswereselected.Theyrepresent
 upcountrySinhala 02
 Indian 01
 Muslim 01
 special 03

Finallywiththecontinuousagitationthishadfurtherchangedtomakeallmembersto
49in1924.There12officialmembersand37unofficialmembers.Withthe
unsatisfactoryresultofthechangestheBritishgovernmentdecidedtosend
Donoughmorecommissionforfurtherreforms.

Donoughmoreconstitution1931
Theirrecommendationswere

 Establishedofstatecouncil
 Grantinguniversalfranchise
 Areabasedrepresentationforthecouncil
 Powersofthethreesatesecretaries
 System ofexecutivecommittee

Underthisconstitutionlegislativecouncilwasreplacedbythenewstatecouncil.That
wasconsistedof61membersand50wereelectedbyuniversalfranchise.08outofthe
restofthememberswerenominatedbythegovernor.Otherthreewerestate
secretaries.Allthemalesandfemalesoveranage21wereeligibletovote.Earlieritwas
mealy4%ofthepopulationwereeligibletovote.Thisuniversalfranchiseisstill
practisinginthiscountryasastrongfeatureofdemocracybutonlytheagelimithas
comedownto18insteadof21aftertheindependence.
Underthisconstitution,58membersrepresentthepeopleofthiscountry.Thatwasa
significantachievement.Butstillthethreesecretary’spowerwasundeniable.Namely
statesecretary,financesecretaryandlegalsecretaryhaspowertodelay,suspendor
influencetheanybillforwardedtopassbythestatecouncil.Thestatecouncilalso
functionedasanexecutivecouncil.Thatinturndividedtosevenothercommittees.Sri
Lankanationalcongresswonthefirsteverelectionthatpracticewiththeuniversal

franchise.Thatelectionwasheldin23rdJune1931.Thefirststateassemblygatheredin

July7th1931.ThefirstspeakerelectedtostateassemblywasA.F.Molamure
 Homeaffairs – SirD.B.Jayathilaka
 Agricultureandlands – D.S.Senanayaka
 Education – C.W.W.Kannangara
 Localgovernment – C.Batuwanthudawe
 Healthservices – T.B.Panabokke
 Labour,industryandcommerce – P.Sundaram
 Transportandpublicaffairs - H.M.MakenMarker

ButfurtheragitationensuedandBritishgovernmentagreedtograntfurtherreforms
.ThuscametheSoulburycommission



Soulburyconstitution1947
Underthis,membershipofthelegislatorroseto101.Electedmemberswere95and06
nominatedmembers.MainfeaturesoftheSoulburyreformswere

 Postofgovernorwasabolishedandreplacedbythegovernorgeneral
 AbicamerallegislaturewithsenateandHouseofRepresentatives
 Personwhowonthemajorityofseatsingeneralelectionbecometheprime

minister
 establishmentofthepublicservicecommissionandthejudicialservice

commission

Mostimportantfeatureofthisconstitutionwasestablishmentoftwochamber
legislativesetup;TheHouseofRepresentativesandtheSenate.StilltheBritishqueen
actedasheadofstateoftheCeylonesegovernmentandthegovernorgeneralwas
appointedbythequeen.EventhoughtheSriLankagainedtheindependencein1948
thisshamefulpractice-thequeenrepresentingourgovernmentheadcontinued.That
wasfinallyabolishedin1956newconstitution(republicanconstitution)andthereafter
SriLankabecamethefullyindependentcountry.Butstillsomefoolsofwestern
countries,especiallyEnglandseem tounknownthissimpletruth.

Constitutionalreformsfrom 1833to1947

Year Nameof
commission

Members
inthe
legislative
council

Number
of
officials

Number
elected

Number
nominated
by
governor

Numberof
unoffitials

1833 Colebrooke 15 09 00 06 06
1910 Crew

McCallum
21 11 04 06 10

1920 Manning 37 14 16 07 23
1924 Manning-

Devonshire
49 12 29 08 37

1931 Donoughmo
re

61 03 50 08 00

1947 Soulbury 101 00 95 06 00



UnderColebrook–Cameronreformscountrỳssixteenadministrationunitswere
reducetofive.Theywere

 northernprovince
 Southernprovince
 Westernprovince
 Easternprovince
 Centralprovince

ButinlaterperiodEnglishgovernorsfounddifficultiestoadministratetheseunits
becauseofitsvastness.therefore

 ThegovernorColincamelcreatednorthwesternprovincein1845andits
capitalwasKurunagala.–thenitwaseasiertodevelopPuttlam and
kurunagaladistricts

 In1873William Gregorycreatenorthcentralprovincebycollecting
ThamankaduwaandNuwarakalawiya.ItscapitalwasAnuradhapura

 In1886arthurHamiltongordoamadeuvaprovincebyscrapingpartsof
centralandsourthernprovince.CapitalwasBadulla

HamiltonGordonagaincreateSabaragamuwaprovincein1889collectingKagalleand
RathnapuradistrictandmadeitscapitalRathnapura


